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Abstract: In Romania, the hunting is permitted for 18 mammal species (Law no. 407/2006),
fallow deer (Dama dama L.) and red deer (Cervus elaphus L.) being among the most common species of
hunting interest. The aim of this study was to analyze the data provided by the central public authority
responsible for hunting activity for the hunting seasons starting from 2014-2015 until present regarding
the approved annual quotas for fallow deer and red deer. In the case of the red deer, Harghita, Mures
and Suceava were among the counties with the highest approved quotas and with the highest numbers of
realized quotas by the foreign hunters. The highest approved quotas for fallow deer were recorded in
Arad and Timis counties, respectively. We believe that these results would be useful for those managers of
the hunting associations who would like to develop additional programs and services targeting the
foreign hunters.
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INTRODUCTION

In Romania, the hunting fund is divided into 2.151 game management units, out of
which the vast majority (85.9%) is managed by various hunting associations, while the rest is
under the direct management of the National Forest Administration — ROMSILVA (12.4%)
and forestry research and education entities — 1.7% (MAP, 2018). The surfaces of the game
management units range between 5,000 and 35,000 hectares (CAzACU ET AL., 2014).

At national level, the distribution of the managers of the game management units
(n=592) is uneven (Figure 1), most of them, with the exception of the ones from Bucharest,
being located in Transilvania region (central-western part of Romania).

Shortly after the fall of the communist era, wildlife conservation and education
became very important issues in Romania (LESLIE ET AL., 1995), and hunting started to be
regarded from a new perspective, with a special focus on the biology, growth, harvesting of the
game species and marketing of the game products (PETROMAN ET AL., 2009). For example,
nowadays, several study programs related to Wildlife Management exist within some
universities with tradition in this field, such as Transilvania University of Bragov or University
of Agronomic Sciences and Veterinary Medicine of Bucharest.

From a normative point of view, the hunting in Romania is regulated by Law no.
407/2006 on Hunting and Protection of Hunting Stock, according to which hunting is permitted
for 18 species of mammals and 39 species of birds (ENESCU AND HALALISAN, 2017), red deer
(Cervus elaphus L.) and fallow deer (Dama dama L.) being among the most appreciated
species by hunters.

Currently, the Ministry of Waters and Forests, thorough its specialized directorate, is
the public authority responsible for game management in Romania. Another important
stakeholder is the General Association of Hunters and Sports Fishermen from Romania (ro.
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Asociatia Generala a Vanatorilor si Pescarilor Sportivi din Romania) which includes more than
40.000 hunters (AGVPS, 2018).
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Figure 1. Distribution of the managers of the game management units at county level (MAP, 2018)

Across Europe, in the last centuries, red deer and fallow deer, which are the most
widespread deer species (LUDT ET AL., 2004; WEBLEY ET AL., 2007) were the subject to a
continuous human influence which consisted in habitat fragmentation, translocations, and
selective hunting (FEULNER ET AL., 2004; BURBAITE AND CSANYI, 2010; SYKES ET AL., 2011).
Due to these aspects and by taking also into consideration that the individuals, especially the
young ones, recorded horizontal movements up to 65 km (KRoPIL ET AL., 2015), in the last
decades, red deer gain the attention of the evolutionary and conservation biologists
(NIEDZIALKOWSKA ET AL., 2011), several genetic studies being recently conducted across its
European distribution range (MCDEVITT ET AL., 2009; ZACHOS AND HARTL, 2011; ZACHOS ET
AL., 2016). In Romania, red deer has an uneven distribution, with low densities recorded, for
example, in south-western part of the country (MURARIU, 2002) or in north-western part of
Tulcea County (GEAcU, 2010). Similar distribution pattern exists also in the case of the fallow
deer.

The aim of this study was to analyze the data provided by the central public authority
responsible for hunting activity for the hunting seasons starting from 2014-2015 until present
regarding the approved annual quotas for fallow deer and red deer.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Data available on the websites of the Ministry of Environment (MM, 2016) and the
Ministry of Waters and Forests (MAP, 2018) regarding the approved quotas, realized quotas
and realized quotas by foreigners recorded for the red deer and fallow deer in the hunting
seasons 2014/2015, 2015/2016, 2016/2017 and 2017/2018, respectively, (i.e. Ministerial
Orders no. 359/2014, no. 818/2015, no. 951/2016 and no. 428/2017 on the approval of
harvesting quotas for certain species of hunters of hunting interest, for which hunting is
permitted) were taken into consideration.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
In the hunting season 2014/2015, the approved quota in the case of red deer accounted
for 2,961 individuals, out of which 418 were hunted by the foreign hunters (Figure 2). Most of
the approved quotas were recorded in Harghita, Suceava and Mures counties. The highest
realized quotas by foreigners were achieved in the above-mentioned counties plus Bihor,
Brasov and Covasna counties.
I I

The same pattern was also recorded in the hunting season 2017/2018 (Figure 3),
Harghita, Covasna and Mures counties (central part of Romania) being the most preferred by
the foreign hunters. No quotas were realized by foreigners in several counties situated in the
eastern and southern parts of the country.
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Figure 2. Quotas for red deer in the hunting season 2014/2015
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Figure 3. Quotas for red deer in the hunting season 2017/2018
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As regards the realized quotas by foreigners in the case of fallow deer, Arad County
was in the top in the hunting season 2014/2015, 151 individuals being hunted across this
county. Similar results were also recorded in the hunting season 2017/2018, Arad and Timis
counties being in the top, followed by Arges and Bihor counties (Figure 4).
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Figure 4. Quotas for fallow deer in the hunting season 2017/2018

CONCLUSIONS

Based on the results of this study, we conclude that the two deer species are of great
interest for the foreign hunters, who prefer to hunt in specific regions across Romania. In the
case of red deer, the central part of the country is preferred (Harghita, Covasna and Mures
counties), while the hunting of fallow deer is more concentrated in the western part of Romania
(Arad and Timis counties).

By taking into account that the hunting is also regarded as a vector of rural tourism,
we believe that these results would be useful for those managers of the hunting associations
who would like to develop additional programs and services targeting the foreign hunters.
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